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when the latter had killed a daitya who lived in the water.
The Mahabharatha says that Siva called it Sudarsana as none
could look at it except Himself. There is a jambu-tree on the
Mount Meru. The fruit of that tree pours out a silvery juice
and when the juice is drunk, it is believed that a person is
relieved of decrepitude. The Sun and the tree of life are usually
connected in all the books dealing with the origin of life and
prosperity. The name of the tree also coincides with the name
of the discus. There are therefore some who feel that it is not
a mere coincidence that the disc is known as Sudarsana which
means also the jambu tree.
Besides these stories about the origin of Sudarsana, several
statements appear in various puranas about'this weapon.
As Sudarsana was in existence even before Krishnavatara,
the story that Visvakarma made it perhaps should be given
prominence. Often Maha Vishnu used this weapon to destroy
the enemies. Amongst all the incarnations, Sri Krishna used
this weapon to the maximum.
Sudarsana's power is tremendous. It whirls to the enemies
burning like fire. Once when Maha Vishnu sent the weapon
Sudarsana towards asura, the havoc and destruction caused
by the weapon is described as follows: The moment Vishnu
thought of Sudarsana to destroy the enemies power it appeared
immediately like the Sun in the Solar regioiL It was a sight which
caused fear in the Tniniija of all those wfio assembled. Emanating
light and radiance from the blazing fire, the Sudarsana rested in
the hands of Vishnu. He twirled it and threw it at the enemies
with His powerful hands like that of a trunk of an elephant,
with a view.to cleave the city of the enemies into pieces. The
weapon which was emanating great flames flew into the midst
of the enemy army causing instantaneous death. It flew amongst
the asuras, burnt them and whirled around in the air. It
drank the blood shed on the earth and returned to the hand of
Maha Vishnu from where it had set out (Mahabharatha, Adi
parva, chapter 19). In the Srivaishnava tradition this weapon is
endearingly and reverentially called "Chakrattalvar". The suffix
"alvar" refers to one who is deeply in love with God. *